OODLES OF DOODLES

Since the closing of U3A groups due to the Coronavirus, I have been running something called
SMoodles online to keep the Oodles of Doodles class members connected and also to continue the
doodling!
It has become quite popular with over 45 members (Oodlers and their friends) receiving a complete
lesson each week via email comprising of a couple of art projects with step by step instructions and
photographic examples, plus a few mind-calming doodling activities to relieve anxiety, rest the mind,
and get creative.
Whether I send out one or a hundred lessons each week the prep is the same so it was suggested
that I contact you to offer the lessons to anyone in U3A who might fancy an arty dabble. It is my
intention to continue throughout the summer, and I have attached below the current lesson for week 7
(lessons go out on Monday evenings), in order that you can have a look and see what you think with
regard to throwing it open.
I am aware that many people may only have a pencil, paper and biro; this is taken into account when
planning the lessons.
If you feel it is something you could use, I am happy for my email address to be used as a direct
contact: s.moore606@btinternet.com
Best wishes
Sue Moore

Welcome to WEEK 7 LESSON 7.
Materials
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Paper
HB pencil for drawing and a softer pencil for shading eg 2B
Paper stump or tortillon
Fineliner or biro
Compasses or something circular to draw around.
Eraser
Ruler
Coloured pencils or brush pens or felt tips or whatever you have.
(optional)

Project 1
The Confused Chameleon

Chameleons are believed to have been on our planet in one form or another for over
100 million years. Some can change colour as a form of signalling. Changing the
space between special crystals beneath the skin, allow for changes in the
wavelength of light reflected off these crystals which change in skin colour.
As of June 2015, 202 species of chameleons have been identified on our
planet….until today! It gives me great pleasure therefore, to introduce to you a new
species discovered in my deepest darkest sketch book commonly known as The
Confused Chameleon – confused due to the fact that he cannot decide on the
colour he ought to be!
Dark dull colours tend to indicate submission in Chameleons, and bright bold colours
are a sign of facing up to the enemy. I thought we could “cock a snook” to the
coronavirus by giving our Chameleon a coat of flowing patterns and/or bright, bold
colours.

Simple outline which you can draw freehand by eye or hold the paper up to
the window and let the light shine through onto you drawing page.

You can do one of three things at this stage:
1. Copy the example
2. Create your own patterns
3. Leave it without patterns

Once you are happy with your patterned (or plain) Chameleon, you may decide
to use colour. There is no set method for which colours to use or where, but do
try to blend the colours rather than having hard lines where two colours meet.
In hindsight I think if I had used watercolour pencils and a wet paintbrush I
would have achieved a smoother coverage but this was the second one I had
done in preparation for this week and I could not face a third!!! If you have
“Zest-It” solution, you can get a good blend of colours, or if you have loads of
time, build up each colour in soft layers and then use a tortillon or paper stump
to move the colour pigment around.

I added shading after I had finished with the coloured pencils.
Its not the most brilliant drawing of a Chameleon but I enjoyed the project and
using colours really takes me from my pen and ink comfort zone!!!
In keeping with most of my critter drawings, I have christened this one
Daphne!

Project 2
Global Village

With most of our planet affected in some way by “the virus”, it has become so obvious that
no matter who we are, where we live, how much we are worth, our religious or political
beliefs, whether infant or senior, man or woman, every human being regardless of ethnicity
is facing the same invisible enemy.
With that in mind, I started thinking about the term Global Village - the idea that people are
connected by easy travel, mass media and electronic communications, and have become a
single community.
Project 2 is my quirky interpretation of the Global Village. Each little dwelling represents
somewhere in the world. Feel free to create your own, mix them up or copy from the
example below. I have also included the term GLOBAL VILLAGE in a variety of languages so
you can decide which you would like to use toward the outer edge of the planet!

Steps:
1. Draw THREE concentric circles as per the example!

Circle 1

Circle 2

Circle 3

2. Draw small dwellings around the circumference of circle 2, using circle 1 as a guide
as to where to stop! Obviously you can go beyond Circle 1 but I like to have
boundaries!
3. Translations of GLOBAL VILLAGE
Spanish

Aldea globale

Italian

Villaggio globale

French

Village global

German

Globales Dorf

Portuguese

Aldeia global

Swedish

Globala byn

Norwegian

Global landsby

Gaelic

Sráidbhaile domhanda

Polish

Globalna wioska

